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What is a side sewer?

Side sewers, also often called sewer
laterals, are pipes that carry sewage
from a home’s wastewater plumbing to
the City’s public sewer main. These
pipes usually are 4” or 6” diameter, and
depending on when the line was
installed, are made of clay, concrete,
PVC, or ductile iron. Generally, the
homeowner is responsible for portions
of the side sewer located on private

property, and the City is responsible for il

portions of the side sewer within public
rights-of-way.

If 'm already connected to public
sewer, how can | find out where my
side sewer is located?

There are several steps you can take to help locate your side sewer.

1. You can contact City staff who will provide you with any record drawings for your
property. Most parcels connected to public sewer have an “as-built” sketch
showing the location of this line on the property.

2. In the absence of such sketches, staff may be able to provide drawings or
inspection reports for the public portion of the system that may be helpful in locating
where your side sewer connects to the sewer main, which can help you identify
the approximate location of the private portion of the side sewer.

3. A professional plumber or side sewer contractor often has a small camera or other
device that can be inserted into your side sewer either through an access pipe
(referred to as a “cleanout”) or a drain located in your house, that will transmit a
signal which can be detected on the surface of the ground.

Do I need a permit to repair or replace the side sewer on my property?
Yes, you (or a licensed contractor hired by you) will need to apply for a sewer permit.
See “Electronic Submittal of Sewer Permit Application” below.

A property owner may perform construction or repair work on their own property, but any
contractor hired by the owner must be licensed and bonded with the State of Washington,
and must have a valid City of Auburn Business License. A property owner may not work
in the right-of-way or connect directly to a public sewer main or manhole.



If my home is served by an on-site septic system, or | am planning to build on an
empty lot, and | wish to connect to public sewer, what steps should | take?

1.

Contact City staff to determine who your sewer service provider is, whether service is
available, other details such as the depth and location of potential connection points,
and estimated fees.

Most City residents are in the City’s service area, but some properties on West Hill
are in the Lakehaven Water and Sewer District, and on the north and northeast
portions of Lea Hill some properties are in Soos Creek Water and Sewer District or
the City of Kent service areas.

There are limits to what type of repair/replacement you can do with your septic system
if you are within 200 feet of public sewer. Those limitations are determined by the
King County Department of Environmental Health (206-477-8050). The City will only
inform the County of the proximity to sewer, and does not make any determination
about what repairs or improvements can be made.

NOTE: If connection to public sewer requires a public sewer extension, please
refer to the Facility Extension (FAC) handout on the City’s website.

2.

Determine how and where the connection from the building sewer to the sewer main
will be made.

Submit an application through www.MyBuildingPermit.com (see “Electronic
Submittal of Sewer Permit Application” below). A sketch showing how you plan to
make the connection is helpful, and may be required if the connection point to the
main is not visible on the ground surface (such as a sewer stub marker or side sewer
cleanout).

If any construction within public right-of-way is necessary, complete a
Construction/Excavation Permit application on www.MyBuildingPermit.com.

The City will then determine the fees associated with each permit and whether any
additional information is needed.

Once all information is complete and fees are determined, the applicant will be notified
that the permit is ready to be issued. Fees are payable at that time.

Complete construction of the line up to the building, call for an inspection in
accordance with instructions on the permit, but do not backfill the trench until the
inspection is complete.

Prior to your inspection, complete a Side Sewer Construction Drawing (“As-Built”)
showing the location of the new side sewer and other pertinent information listed on
the attached form. Provide this drawing to your inspector.

If you are converting from a septic system, have the septic tank pumped by a certified
pumper, punch a hole in the bottom of the septic tank, remove or break the lid, and fill
the tank with sand and gravel.

10.Billing will begin when the final sewer inspection is complete, or when the water meter

is installed for new construction.



Electronic Submittal of Sewer Permit Application

For information on applying for permits through www.MyBuildingPermit.com, go to the
City's website at www.auburnwa.gov, search for “Permits”, and select “Permits, Licenses
& Inspection” to get started.

By following the prompts on MyBuildingPermit.com, you will be able to apply for your
permit and upload any required documents. At the end of the application process, you will
be able to review your submittal before you submit the documents and will promptly get
a confirmation that your application has been submitted.

If you have difficulties with the online electronic submittal, please contact our Permit
Center at 253-931-3090 or email them directly at Permitcenter@auburnwa.gov.

Permit Fees and Charges

The Property Owner is responsible for all construction and restoration costs associated
with a new side sewer connection, repair, or replacement. For the City’s current Fee
Schedule, see www.auburnwa.gov and search for Fee Schedule.

The Permit Fees for repair or replacement of your side sewer on private property are:
Side Sewer Repair Permit
Side Sewer Relocation/Replacement Permit
The Permit Fees for new connections are:
Sewer Permit (New Connection)
Sewer System Development Charge
Construction Permit, if any work in the public right-of-way
Payback Charges or Charges-in-Lieu of Assessment(")

Mifa property connects to a sewer main previously constructed by a developer or by the City, a
payback charge (to the developer) or a charge-in-lieu of assessment (to the City) may be owing as
reimbursement to the developer or the City for a portion of the cost of the sewer construction.

Note: In addition to City sanitary sewer connection fees, King County will impose
a sanitary sewer connection fee (King County Capacity Charge) for King County’s
regional sewer system, in accordance with King County Code 28.84.050. King
County will bill customers directly for this charge, generally over a 15-year period
once the sewer work is complete. This charge is not to be paid to the City. For
more information, see www.kingcounty.gov/capacitycharge.




Side Sewer Requirements

1.

Side sewers must connect to the sewer main using a tee connection. If they connect
to a manhole, that manhole must be rechanneled to accept the new pipe.

Side sewers must be solid wall polyvinyl chloride (PVC) SDR-35 pipe, or ductile iron
(DI) pipe. They must use push-on, gasketed joints, not glued joints.

Side sewers must slope down from the building sewer to the sewer main at a minimum
2% slope (2 feet of drop for every 100 linear feet).

4. Side sewers in the right-of-way must be a minimum of 6” in diameter.

Side sewers serving a single family residence may be 4" in diameter on the property
being served.

Side sewers should have a maximum length of 150 feet. If a longer side sewer is
required, the City may allow it with additional conditions such as additional cleanouts
or a larger pipe.

5/8” crushed rock must be used as bedding for the pipes. It should extend from at
least 6” below the pipe to 6” above the pipe.

Cleanouts must be installed within three feet of the building, and at or near the property
line. See the attached standard details.

When repairing/replacing a portion of a pipe, a coupling specifically designed to match
the outside diameters of the existing and the new pipe must be used.
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